
“Preppy Pinwheels”

This is an incredibly simple quilt with classic style! We like to use the 
Thangles to make our half square triangles. They are not necessary, but 

they definitely make this quilt easier and it will turn out perfect!
This quilt can be easily adjusted to make whatever size you are looking for. 

This is a throw size quilt measuring 50” X 66”.

You Will Need:

Pinwheel Colors:
In our quilt every pinwheel is a different fabric. If you have a good stash, 
you can utilize it for variety.  You will need a piece about 4” X 9” for every 

pinwheel and there are 48. If you are purchasing fabric for this quilt, I 
recommend 12-18 fat quarters or ¼ yards. That way you still have a good 

variety, but not too much waste. 
Pinwheel Background: 

I used a basic off white, I like Riley Blake's Clean White, you need 1 ½ 
yards. 

Sashing & Border Fabric: 
I used a blue gingham check, but any fabric with a calm print will work. You 

will need 2 yards. 



Thangles: 
I suggest using Thangles for your pinwheels, you will need 1 package of the 

3.0 size. 
Bias Binding: 

You will need about 240” of 2 1/2” wide bias for the binding edge. I 
recommend getting 1 ¼ yards, so that you get the longest possible strips 

of fabric. Then there is less piecing for you to do! 

Backing:
You will need 4 yards

It is best to read these instructions entirely before you get started. 

Okay, now lets get piecing! 
All seams are 1/4”

First you will need to construct the 48 pinwheels. You will do this by making 
a total of 192 half square triangles that are 3” finished. You will need to 
make 4 each for every pinwheel, so make sure there are 4 from each 

fabric. Your off white fabric will be used in every half square triangle as the 
other fabric (all 192). I use the Thangles papers to make all of my half 

square triangles. I like them for 2 reasons, they make the process much 
easier (I don't know about you, but I need more simplicity in my life!), plus 
the half square triangles come out perfectly every time! While making half 
square triangles, you are working with bias, and bias stretches! The paper 
of the Thangle prevents your block from stretching! So every pinwheel will 
look perfect. Follow the directions on the package of 3.0” Thangles or we 

also have a great tutorial on our blog: 
http://pipersgirls.wordpress.com/2011/04/21/quick-tip-thangles-contest/

If you do not want to use Thangles, you should re-consider. But here is 
what you need to do if choose not to use them: You will need to cut (96) 3 
7/8ths” squares from the off white fabric and cut them in half from corner to 

corner to form two triangles from each square (192). Do the same with 
using your colored fabrics but make sure there are 2 squares of each fabric. 

Using ¼” seam, stitch an off white triangle to a colored one, in the same 
place you just cut (from diagonal corner to corner). You are forming a new 
square(refer to the picture below). Press the seam open and you should 

have a half square triangle. 

http://pipersgirls.wordpress.com/2011/04/21/quick-tip-thangles-contest/


You should now have 192 half square triangles that look like the picture 
above. Keep them all organized in your sets of 4 (4 of the same fabric) that 
will eventually each be a pinwheel.  Now you are going to assemble pairs. 

Stitch together a matching pair from all of your half square triangles. You 
will want every pair to look just like the one below, and press every seam 

in the same direction towards the darker fabric. 

You should have 96 that look like the picture above, that you are going to 
now assemble into 48 pinwheels. Stitch 2 pairs together so that when they 
are pressed open they look just like the pinwheel block below. Your seams 
should be going in the opposite direction so that they butt up against each 

other perfectly. If you feel them fitting together then your pinwheel will 
come out perfect. If for some reason you made a mistake and they are 
going the same direction, re-press one of them to go the opposite side. 

You should now have 48 pinwheel blocks and they should measure 6 1/2”. 
Now you can put together your entire quilt! 

You will want to use a design board or the floor to layout how you would 
like your pinwheel blocks to be. You will have 6 pinwheels across your quilt 
and 8 down with the sashing in between and surrounding as a border. Once 

you have your layout, you can start stitching! 
You want to cut all of your sashing pieces on the length of grain of your 

fabric. The length of grain has the least amount of stretch, so it is best for 
borders and sashing. If you do not cut on the length of grain, you will often 



notice a “wave” or “ripple” effect on your quilt. 

Take your 2 yards of sashing fabric, to cut in on the length, you will cut 
along the selvedge. 

Cut:
(15) strips that are 2 1/2” by the entire length (72”). 

Now take 4 of these strips and cut them down into 6 1/2” strips. You will 
need (40) 6 1/2” X 2 1/2” strips from this.  These are your sashing centers 
that will be in between every pinwheel. Set aside the other 11 long strips 

for now and stitch together 8 pinwheel rows with a sashing strip in between 
each pinwheel. You will not stitch a sashing strip to the outside of the 1st 

and last pinwheel of the rows. All 8 rows should look like this when you are 
done. 

Now take 9 of your 2 1/2” X 72” strips. Measure all of your pinwheel rows, 
they should measure 46” long. Now cut your 9 strips down from 72” to 46”. 

If your pinwheel rows measure a different amount,that is OK, just make 
sure you cut your strips to this measurement instead. Now you can 

assemble all of your rows together with one of these strips at the top, in 
between and at the bottom of your 8 pinwheel rows. When you are 

finished, you should only be missing the 2 side borders. Now lets add these 
borders!! Measure the length of your quilt, and cut your 2 remaining strips 
this exact measurement. Tip: It is best to measure the length of your quilt 
down the center, not on the sides. Attach these side borders one at a time. 

Phew!!! 
Now you are mostly done! You will just need to quilt and bind as desired. 
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