
Art Bags for Little Ones

You will need:

• ¾ Yard of your Main Fabric for the bag
• 1/3 yard of fabric for the straps
• ¼ yard of fabric for the pocket
• 1 ¼ yard of Woven fusible Interfacing
• Threads to match your fabrics for top-stitching ( I used cream for 

everything but some of you may want to match the fabric exactly)
• A fabric(not office) Glue Stick
• Marking tool
• Your sewing machine, and a serger is nice in addition but not necessary.

Cutting:

Cut (4) 11”X13” rectangles from your main fabric. Make sure if the fabric is 
directional the the print is going the correct way. The 13” will be your length of 
the bag and the 11” will be your width. 

Cut (4) 11” X 13” rectangles from your interfacing fabric.

Cut (2) 4 1/2” X WOF (width of fabric) strips from your handle fabric.

Cut (2) 4 1/2” X WOF strips of your woven interfacing.

Cut (1) 8 1/2” X 6 1/2” rectangles from your fabric for your pocket. Again make 
sure if it is directional make sure it faces the correct way for the 8 1/2” 
measurement to be your width and the 6 1/2” will be your length.

Construction: 

Press and fuse your 4 woven interfacing pieces to the wrong side of the 4 fabric 
pieces for the main bag. 

Press the appropriate interfacing pieces on the wrong side of your fabric strips for 
the handles. Be careful of which side is the fusible side. Or you will guck up your 
iron. (If this happens,  I found that if you spray vinegar and than scrub a little 
salt on the sole plate, it comes right off). 



Now fold the handles in half length-wise and press to create a center crease. Now 
press each side 1” into the center so the edge lines up with the center crease. 

Now press the two sides together in half lengthwise to create a strap strip that is 
about 1 1/8” X WOF. Using your fabric glue stick, close up this strap by gluing the 
two sides together. You will repeat this process a second time for the other strap.



Now you will create your pocket that is just perfect for holding markers, crayons 
or colored pencils. Take you piece that is 8 1/2” X 6 1/2”, press down about 3/8” 
on both the top and bottom and top stitch down. 

Now you need to create some pleats that are evenly spread out to hold your 
markers. Start and one side and mark with your favorite marking tool. I like a 
hera or a clover chalk pen, or even a pencil is fine. Mark a line that is 1/2” from 
the outside edge. Now mark a line every 1 1/4” across, you should have 6. Now 
mark a line that is 1/2” inside from the other edge. Now in the center of every 1 
1/4” space, pinch a tiny pleat (it should be about 1/4”) and pin in place at the top 
and the bottom. Your pocket should look the this:



Press your pleats in place with your iron. Pins that can be sewn over work best for 
this! We like the fine pins from Clover. Now top stitch across the bottom of the 
pocket right on top of the other stitch line. You can now remove all of your pins. 

Take all 4 of your main bag pieces and fold about 3/8” down from the top edge 
and stitch in place, to create a finished edge. 

Now you will place your pocket on one of the main fabric pieces. You can eyeball 
it on your own pretty easily, but measure just to make sure it is centered how you 
would like it. Ours was about 3” from the bottom edge and 2 5/8” from either 
side. Mark the placement and glue stick the pocket in place along the bottom and 
sides only. 
Now you will top-stitch all of your 1 1/4” lines to create the sections for the 
markers. Make sure that you do not stitch over any of your pleats! Also top stitch 
along the bottom edge once again, to hold the bottom of the pocket in place. 



Now you will place and attach the handles and at the same time stitch down the 
sides of the pocket. Lay the piece with your pocket and another main fabric piece, 
end on end and mark 3” from both inside edges. This will make sure that your 
handles line up. 

Make sure the selvedge is cut off the end of both of your handles. You will glue 
stick the handles into place on both bag pieces one at a time. Line up the open 
edge of your strip just covering up the mark you made. Only glue stick ONE SIDE 
for now and leave the other side un-attached, but place a pin to mark where that 
side crosses the top of the bag on both sides. You will use the entire length of the 
strap. I also placed both the bag pieces on top of each other to make sure the 
handles lined up everywhere. 



Now, starting at the pin on the non-glued side, top stitch down the strap all the 
way to the bottom edge and back up the other side back to the pin where you 
started. Repeat for both bag pieces. 



Now glue stick the other side of the handle down and stitch down both sides from 
the top edge pin to the bottom edge. Repeat for both handles. You should now 
have both outside pieces of the bag finished and you are ready to assemble the 
bag!

Place a lining piece wrong sides together with your outside piece. Make sure the 
top edge lines up perfectly. Glue stick the two pieces together. Repeat for the 
other side. 

Now top stitch the top edges together on top of the previous stitch line, but only 
stitch this edge. Repeat for the other side. 

You will now put the two sides together to finish the bag! Place both sides of the 
bag on top of each other with the handles and pockets on the inside. Make sure 
everything lines up perfectly. If there is a discrepancy on the sides or bottom, go 
ahead and trim so that they line up perfectly. It will look like this:



Now using a 3/8” seam, top stitch down both sides and the bottom, starting at 
the top right edge and finishing at the top left edge. Now you can either use the 
serger to finish off these edges or find a stitch on your machine that will do a 
similar job, even a zig-zag is great. I used my serger. Follow the seam stitch line 
that you just did and finish off the edge. It will look like this:

 

Now all you need to do is turn the bag inside out and possibly steam it with your 
iron a little bit with your iron. This bag is a perfect size for little ones to carry 
themselves! I have made a ton of them for Christmas gifts in many different 
fabrics. We will be selling some kits of some of the fabrics we have used, please 
check our website at www.pipersquilts.com. This pattern is free courtesy of the 
Piper's Girls at www.pipersgirls.com. 

http://www.pipersquilts.com/
http://www.pipersgirls.com/

